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uring the past seven years of the Bush ad-
D ministration, America has been subject to
what can only be called antiscientific gov-
ernance. Scientists have been ignored, threatened,

suppressed, and censored across agencies, across
areas of expertise, and across issues. Policies have
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gone forward repeatedly without adequate scien-
tific input and sometimes in spite of it, and have
subsequently backfired.

The picture couldn’t have been any more stark
this past summer, when former US Surgeon Gen-
eral Richard Carmona testified before Congress
that he'd been blocked by the Bush administra-
tion from offering his expertise on issues rang-
ing from embryonic stem cell research to mental-
health problems emerging in the wake of the 9/11
terrorist attacks. To hear Carmona relate his ex-
periences not only stirred outrage; his testimony
further inspired an already powerful demand for
change. Under George W. Bush—~the man who

THE 21ST CENTURY

pronounced climate science “incomplete,” whi
misled the nation in his first major address abou
the availability of embryonic stem cells for
scarch, who claimed that Iraq was collaboratin
with Al Qaida—America’s relationship with rea
ity itself has reached a nadir.

At the same time—and perhaps not coincider
tally—the fortunes of the nation have suffere:
and the prospects of many Americans, of th
American Dream itself, have diminished. Fron
bridge collapses to the failure to protect New O
leans (both before and after Katrina), these day
the country can’t even seem to deliver upon th
most basic of promises to its citizens—to e
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